
Book Club Discussion Questions for At Home in the World by Tsh Oxenreider
The following is a simple set of questions that may direct our discussion. The virtual get-together will be informal,
but these questions may keep us on track as we move through the events of the book and share the parts that
stood out to us the most.

Asia: 
The Oxenreider family spends the first 3 months in various locations throughout the continent of Asia. Tsh
describes lots of sights and sounds that are completely different from our western culture and often times create a
sensory overload for her and her family. At times her view of the culture comes across as being negative as she
fights jet lag and some difficulty in adjusting to their big adventure. Have you been to Asia? Where did you go? Can
you relate to Tsh? If you haven't been to Asia where would you like to visit and why?

Australia and New Zealand: 
The Oxenreider family then heads to Australia, over to New Zealand, and then back to Australia, where they spend
Christmas and ring in the New Year. Feeling more at home, they recharge and reconnect with friends. What stood
out to you about their visits to these countries? Have you been? Did it remind you of your visit? 

“I think of my childhood: hardly leaving central Texas, content to swim in my neighborhood pool in cruise suburban
lanes on my bike. I am grateful and in awe, my children have now seen the Great Barrier Reef. I whisper a prayer
that they will still be gleeful over Slip’ n Slides and snow cones.” -Tsh Oxenreider
Can you relate to this quote?

Africa:
Spending months on the continent of Africa, and in many countries, what stood out to you the most?  At the end of
the Oxenreiders stay in Africa what stands out to them the most are the people they met and the friends they
spent time with. 

“Africa is a shared community. It’s one billion people on the planet. It is the welcoming family of humanity." On the
page, before that, she states that she is drawn to these countries’ couches and stovetops and that her fondest
memories have been the conversations, the stories, the words exchanged. Can you relate to this sentiment
whether it be on the continent of Africa or anywhere in your travels?

Europe:
“Outside of the United States there is nowhere else I feel more at home than in Europe.  In fact, I often feel more at
home in Europe where my favorite day's agenda includes walking to the market for the day's groceries, sipping
coffee that isn't in a to-go cup, drinking wine with lunch without judgment, where for some mystifying reason food
is much kinder to my innards, I can digest Italian pasta with nary a flinch and gelato keeps me headache-free,
although I can not say the same for its American ice cream counterpart. Europe has always always been my
favorite” -Tsh Oxenreider

From France to Italy, and Croatia to Kosovo, then to Turkey, Germany, and England, the Oxenreider finish their
grand adventure on the continent of Europe. What are your favorite spots in Europe?

Summary:
Tsh is careful to not paint a picture of easy travel and perfection at every turn. One of the mishaps she shares is the
broken tooth in Turkey. Have you or anyone in your family ever required medical help while traveling? 

Tsh wrestles with many things as she journeys around the world with her family… feeling overwhelmed, struggling
with the constant desire to travel and be home at the same time, missing family and ordinary life, struggling with
the why and discovering who she is. 

In the end, she discovers that she is at home in the world no matter where she is. Have you ever experienced a
revelation about yourself while on the road?

The Oxenreiders travel to 18 countries over 9 months. If you could pick just one of these 18 countries to travel to,
where would it be (whether you've been there before or not).


